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DIVISION 12:  INDUSTRY AND RESOURCES - 

[Supplementary Information No A32.] 
Question:  Mr P.D. Omodei asked the Minister:  

(a) What kind of reinvestment do they get as far as incentive is concerned? 

(b) Can we have some clarification? Are there any other incentives besides HECS? Obviously 
there is HECS, and reference is made also to scholarships. 

(c) Can the Premier provide a briefing note on that information by way of supplementary 
information? 

Answer:   
(a) HECS reimbursement is up to $18,000 (three individual round payments of $6000). 
(b) Scholarships of up to $20,000 are also available under the scheme.  
(c) A summary of the programs is attached.  It should be noted that the programs are being revised 

at the present time. 

Summary Sheet: HECS support for science teachers 

HECS and scholarship support for science teachers funded through the Government’s InnovateWA Policy is 
administered by the Department of Industry and Resources (DoIR) and delivered on its behalf by the Department 
of Education (DET) and Training and the Science Teachers Association of Western Australia (STAWA).  

A new round of agreements is being negotiated with DET and STAWA. 

Department of Education and Training programs 

PROGRAM ONE: HECS reimbursement program funding for eligible physics and chemistry teachers 

This covers eligible physics and chemistry teachers who began teaching in 2003. They receive a maximum of 
$6000 reimbursement per annum for three years (total of $18,000). 

The annual fringe benefit tax attached to this program will also be paid through InnovateWA up to $150,000 per 
annum. 

The payment will be for HECS reimbursement to those physics and chemistry teachers who met the guidelines 
of the program and began teaching in 2003. They would have had to: 

•  worked full-time and taught primary or lower secondary science, physics or chemistry throughout the 
2003 year; 

•  completed an appropriate science qualification or subjects within the last 10 years; and 

•  completed at least part of their studies at a Western Australian university. 

PROGRAM TWO: Scholarship program funding for eligible physics and chemistry teachers 

This program covers eligible physics and chemistry teachers commencing teaching from 2004 to 2007. They can 
receive a scholarship of up to $20,000 in the year preceding their appointment to a teaching post. Scholarship 
amounts may vary, e.g. students who undertake only part of their training in WA will receive a partial 
scholarship payment. 

Applicants would have had to complete appropriate physics and/or chemistry qualifications/units within the last 
10 years, at least part at a Western Australian university. 

Applicants need to demonstrate they have studied one or more defined units. Applicants unable to meet this 
criterion but who have studied second year subjects considered adequate for teaching physical sciences and/or 
mathematics, may be considered for lesser scholarships. 

PROGRAM THREE: Scholarship program funding for eligible mathematics teachers 

Eligible mathematics teachers commencing teaching from 2004 to 2007 can receive a scholarship of up to 
$20,000 in the year preceding their appointment to a teaching post. 

Scholarship amounts may vary, e.g. students who undertake only part of their training in WA will receive a 
partial scholarship payment. They would have had to complete appropriate mathematics qualifications/units 
within the last 10 years, at least part at a Western Australian university. 
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Applicants need to demonstrate they have studied one or more defined units. 

Applicants unable to meet this criterion but who have studied second year subjects considered adequate for 
teaching physical sciences and/or mathematics may be considered for lesser scholarships. 

HECS available through the Science Teachers Association WA 

HECS reimbursement of up to $18,000 (three individual round payments of $6000) is available to some 
secondary science teachers teaching in non-government schools. To be eligible applicants are required to: 

•  have worked at least half-time in a non-government secondary school, teaching science or mathematics 
throughout the 2003, 2004, 2005 or 2006 school years; 

•  be qualified to teach mathematics, physics or chemistry at upper secondary level; 

•  have completed their Graduate Diploma in Education no earlier than 2002; 

•  are still employed as a secondary teacher; 

•  have completed an appropriate qualification in science or mathematics or other relevant subjects within 
the last ten years AND completed a Graduate Diploma in Education; 

•  have completed all or part of this study at a Western Australian university; and 
•  have completed units that are used to teach physics, chemistry or mathematics and are on the approved 

subject/unit list. 

[Supplementary Information No B16.] 

Question:  Mr D.T. Redman asked the Minister: 
(a) How many proponents put in an expression of interest for that particular project? 
(b) Has there been any discussion on or a desire from the government’s perspective to fund any common-

user infrastructure for that development? 
(c) What are the government’s expectations for the development of common-user infrastructure in 

Ord River Stage 2? 

Answer:   
(a) Ten proponents submitted an Expression of Interest. 
(b) No - the needs of the project would be examined once an evaluation of the Expressions of Interest 

submissions was complete. 
(c) Any commitment to contribute towards common-user infrastructure will be a result of discussions with 

the successful proponent, the state and the commonwealth government. 

[Supplementary Information No B17.] 
Question:  Mr P.D. Omodei asked the Minister to provide details of the term of Mr Brendan Hammond’s 
contract and whether his contract will be renewed. 

Answer:  Mr Hammond was appointed on 14 November 2005 and his contract expires on 14 November 2007.  In 
relation to the renewal of Mr Hammond’s contract, this is a matter between Mr Hammond, the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet, and the Premier. 
 


